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In this first issue the Mammals and Reptiles have special notice, the Fishes and Invertebrates not having yet been completely arranged in the new rooms and cases. For all, however, there are good general remarks as to their natural classification and occurrence, whilst for the two first-mentioned groups there is much valuable information, with a geological table showing their range in time, and thirty-one good figures, eight of which are original, the others having been borrowed from the publishers of firs~-elass palmontological books.
MISCELLANEOUS.
2~orwcgian and Scottish LepidoTtera. By M. W. M. SenSr~.
M. SchSyen publishes in the 'l~yt Magazin for Naturvidenskaberne' (vol. xxvii, pp. 1-54) an elaborate account of the investigations he made in 1880 into the Lepidopterous fauna of the district of Romsdal, the coast disfrict of Norway between 60 ° and 64 ° N. lat. He gives a list of 356 species, a great many of which occur in this country ; and his remarks upon some of them will be of interest to British lepidopterists.
In his introductory remarks he institutes a comparison between the Lepidopterous faunas of Norway, east and west of the mountainchain, and between those of Norway and Scotland, which will prove of more general interest. ]:Iis comparison of the known species of Lepidoptera in Eastern and Western Norway under the same latitudes is as follows :-- Thoso numbers must of course be regarded only as provisional ; but the main point, namely that Norway west of the Fjeld has a much smaller numbor of species than Norway east of the Field, will cortainly hold good. The author indicates the agreement of this with the results indicated in Speyer's woll-known work on the goographical distribution of the Lopidoptera of Germany and Switzerland, according to .which the number of species decreases pretty uniformly towards the west and north-west--that is, towards the coasts, a phenomenon explicable by the cooler and moister summers of the coast regions as compared with the warmer and more sunny summers of the continental regions, which aro far more favourablo to the development of the Lepidoptera, and especially of the Rhopalocera and other light-loving species.
The investigation of the Scottish Lepidoptera gives a further confirmation of these results. According to Dr. Buchanan White's "Lepidoptera of Scotland" (' Scottish Naturalist,' 1872, &c.), Scotland possesses only 39 known species of Rhopalocera, against the 47 of Western Norway, which shows the action of the humid insular climate in reducing the number of species of this heliophilous group. Only 25 species are common to both regions, the following 21 species occurring in Norway west of the Field not having yet been observed 
